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A great political cartoon can be thrilling. Startling visual and verbal connections, 
whether between different aspects of the news or between a politician and a visual 
idea, jolt us into sharp realisation of the follies of the world, so that we do not know 
whether to laugh or cry. Never in our lifetimes have the pickings been so ripe for 
political cartoonists as now. Actual events seem beyond the possibilities of fiction, 
and almost beyond satire. But we are fortunate to have brilliant hands and minds at 
work keeping our sense of balance in these absurd times, such as Martin Rowson and 
Nicola Jennings for the Guardian, Peter Brookes for the Times, Patrick Blower for the 
Telegraph, Dave Brown for the Independent, Chris Riddell for the Observer, and 
Pulitzer Prize winner, Ann Telnaes for the Washington Post. Their work constantly 
surprises us by its clarity, encapsulating in one image what we have been thinking, 
executed in a context of supreme artistic skill which keeps us returning to each image 
and finding more. These artists are working in a grand tradition which stretches back 
to Hogarth, Rowlandson, Gillray, Cruikshank, Punch, Bruce Bairnsfather and David 
Low. We explore the subtleties of meaning, use of personally invented symbols, and 
sheer artistry of the political cartoon. We ask whether it sometimes goes too far in 
the acerbity or cruelty of its criticism, when it may fail to hit its target, and whether it 
has any effect on our thinking or on the popularity of those appointed to lead us. 
 
 
 
All Culture in Question lectures take place in the Art Workers Guild, Queen 
Square, Bloomsbury, unless otherwise indicated. Coffee  served at 10.30, the lecture 
at 11, and a light lunch with wine is served at 1 pm. The event ends by 3.30 p.m. 
 
£85 INSCAPE members, £95 non-members. Your family, friends and neighbours who 
have not previously attended an Inscape lecture are most welcome to be our guests. 
 


