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THE QUEEN IN QUESTION  

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS 
W EDNESDAY 24 JULY 

 
 

Great-niece of Henry VIII, Mary Stuart was six days old when she acceded to the 
Scottish throne, Originally promised to Edward Prince of Wales when she would 
attain the age of ten, she was crowned at Stirling at the age of six months, 
accompanied by 3500 armed men. Aged five she was promised to the Dauphin of 
France, and accordingly she spent her childhood at the French court, where she 
learned to play lute and virginals, was competent in prose, poetry, horsemanship, 
falconry and needlework, and was taught French, Italian, Latin, Spanish, and Greek, in 
addition to speaking her native Scots. She married the young Dauphin when she was 
15.  She acceded to the throne of France, Francis died three years later, and so she 
returned to Scotland when she was 19, a French-speaking widow. Bullied by her later 
husbands and their advisers, harangued by the Protestant John Knox, ravaged by the 
murder of her secretary Rizzio, forced to abdicate in favour of her son, imprisoned for 
18 years in various English country houses, and finally executed to the orders of her 
cousin Elizabeth I, Mary Queen of Scots led a life that has always had storytellers in 
thrall. Now, with the issue of an acclaimed film on her seems a perfect time to study 
how the myths relate to the reality. We study her life, her significance, and the 
narratives woven around her by numerous paintings, plays, and films.  
 
 
All Culture in Question lectures take place in the Art Workers Guild, Queen 
Square, Bloomsbury, unless otherwise indicated. Coffee served at 10.30, the lecture 
at 11, and a light lunch with wine is served at 1 pm. The event ends by 3:30 p.m. 
 
£85 INSCAPE members, £95 non-members. Your family, friends and neighbours who 
have not previously attended an Inscape lecture are most welcome to be our guests. 
 
 


