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THE POET IN QUESTION  

SEAMUS HEANEY 
 

TUESDAY 25 JUNE 
 
At a time when the futures of all Britons lie in the hands of the Irish, it seems 
appropriate to focus on the greatest Irish writer of our times, Seamus Heaney. His 
greatness lies not only in his ability to take ordinary activities such as digging, 
catching frogspawn, or watching trout, and render them mythic and universal, but to 
confront the greatest literature, as in his superb translation of Homer’s Odyssey. A 
Catholic in Protestant Northern Ireland, Heaney was born near Castledawson, son of 
a cattle dealer father, and a mother whose family worked in the linen mills. He was to 
see himself as encompassing both the rural and industrial heritage of Ireland. From 
both, an acute sense of realism emerged, from his very first poetry collection ‘Death 
of a Naturalist’ in 1966, through to his last collection ‘Human Chain’ of 2011. 
Although he attended Queens University Belfast and became a lecturer at St 
Joseph’s college there, he spent nearly forty years living at Sandymount Dublin, and 
there can be no doubt he saw himself as an Irish, rather than British, poet. He was 
Professor and Poet in Residence at Harvard and awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1995. At his death Harvard wrote of him ‘For us, as for people around 
the world, he epitomised the poet as a wellspring of humane insight and artful 
imagination, subtle wisdom and shining grace’. Minutes before he died aged 74 in 
Dublin, he texted his wife Marie ‘Noli Timere’ (Do not be afraid).  
 
 
All Culture in Question lectures take place in the Art Workers Guild, Queen 
Square, Bloomsbury, unless otherwise indicated. Coffee served at 10.30, the lecture 
at 11, and a light lunch with wine is served at 1 pm. The event ends by 3.30 p.m. 
 
£85 INSCAPE members, £95 non-members. Your family, friends and neighbours who 
have not previously attended an Inscape lecture are most welcome to be our guests. 
 


