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At the height of the Anglo Irish ascendancy, Samuel Guinness set up as a gold beater 
in Dublin in 1750, and, a generation later, his son Richard became a Dublin barrister. 
Arthur Guinness founded the brewery in 1759, Kenelm Guinness became a racing 
driver and manufacturer of spark plugs, while Edward Guinness, first Earl of Iveagh, 
formed one of the greatest private art collections in the country, now housed at 
Kenwood House, Hampstead. Benjamin Guinness was the architect of Iveagh house in 
Dublin, while Walter Guinness First Baron Moyne built one of the greatest 20c 
country houses, Bailiffscourt in Sussex. Bryan Guinness married Diana Mitford, and 
their son Desmond Guinness is a renowned author on Anglo-Georgian architecture. 
Guinnesses were missionaries in China, and distinguished senators in the Irish 
parliament.  Lady Honor Guinness studied at the LSE and became the mother of the 
politician, Paul Channon. Lady Brigid Guinness became a First World War nurse and 
married her patient Prince Frederick of Prussia. Maureen Guinness was a Bright Young 
Thing, a friend of Evelyn Waugh. Her nickname was ‘Teapot’. She was once 
introduced by Cecil Beaton as ‘the biggest bitch in London’, she engaged in significant 
charitable causes, ranging from playing a ladies lavatory attendant in Princess 
Margaret’s charity performance and went on to establish a charitable holiday home 
for arthritics. She married the Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, and was the mother of 
Caroline Blackwood, who married Lucian Freud and followed by poet Robert Lowell.  
 
 
All Culture in Question lectures take place in the Art Workers Guild, Queen Square, 
Bloomsbury, unless otherwise indicated. Coffee is served at 10.30, the lecture begins 
at 11, and a light lunch with wine is served at 1 pm. The event ends by 3.30 p.m. 
 
£85 INSCAPE members, £95 non-members. Your family, friends and neighbours who 
have not previously attended an Inscape lecture are most welcome to be our guests. 


