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James Francis Edward Stuart, the future Old Pretender, was born as his father James 
II tried to impose Catholicism on England, and the Dutch placed their great military 
leader William of Orange on the throne of England with resulting wars in Ireland and 
Scotland. James II fled with his Catholic entourage to France, and Protestantism 
dominated English politics from that time to the present. Reform took place in other 
cultures too: in Russia, Patriarch Nikon of Moscow imposed new interpretations of 
Orthodoxy on the Church, following including a tax was imposed on beards, and 
death for those who made the Sign of the Cross with two fingers rather than three: 
Meanwhile in America some of the first declarations against slavery were made by 
Pastorius and the Quakers of Germantown. Perhaps not accidentally, in philosophy 
this year also saw the first abstract of John Locke’s ‘Essay on Understanding’; in 
poetry, the first illustrated edition of Milton’s Paradise Lost; and, in art, Verrio’s 
illusionistic ‘Heaven Room’ in Burghley House and Van de Velde’s magnificent 
seascapes; in architecture, the triumphs of Wren’s rebuilding of London churches 
after the Great Fire, William Talman’s brilliant west facade of Chatsworth House, 
and the intricate geometry of Guarini’s San Lorenzo church in Turin; while in music, 
Marc-Antoine Charpentier premiered his ‘David and Jonathan’ at the College Louis Le 
Grand in Paris and Thomas Purcell consoled London with his magnificent anthems.  
 
 
 

 
All Culture in Question lectures take place in the Art Workers Guild, Queen 
Square, Bloomsbury, unless otherwise indicated. Coffee served at 10.30, the lecture 
at 11, and a light lunch with wine is served at 1 pm. The event ends by 3.30 p.m. 
 
£85 INSCAPE members, £95 non-members. Your family and friends who have not 
previously attended an Inscape lecture are most welcome to be our guests. 


