GIOVANNI BATTISTA MORONI (c.1520-1579)
ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION
FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER
CLARE FORD-WILLE
Few painters can transport us back to the elegance and sophistication of 16c Italy as Moroni
can. One of the most famous North Italian portraitists of the 16th century, his exquisite
Portrait of a Tailor, once so renowned it was acquired by the Grimani family of Venice, is now
in the National Gallery. The colourful costume of the tailor is contrasted with the black
material marked with chalk lines that he prepares to cut. The tailor's head, lit from above to
the left, dominates the painting, the eyes, as in the majority of Moroni's portraits, looking
directly at the spectator with shrewd appraisal.
Moroni was a native of Albino, near Bergamo. In his early years he worked in Brescia and at
Trent (1551-2). Later altarpieces and portraits were painted for clients in and around
Bergamo and Albino, where he settled in 1561. His output at Bergamo produced a long
series of portraits that, while not quite heroic, are full of dignified humanity and grounded in
everyday life. The subjects are not drawn exclusively from the Bergamasque aristocracy, but
from the newly self-aware class of scholars, soldiers, professionals and exemplary
government bureaucrats, presented in detached and wary attitudes with Moroni's
meticulous passages of still life and close attention to textiles and clothing. S.J. Freedberg
notes that his portraits are remarkable for their sophisticated psychological insight, dignified
air, fluent control and exquisite silvery tonality. Such portraits exemplify the shift in 16c
sophisticated middle-class cultures away from religious painting in favour of celebration of
the individual.
MEET 10:30 am coffee for 11 am lecture at the Art Workers’ Guild
ENDS 4 pm at the Royal Academy
COST £76 members, £86 non-members (£65 and £75 Friends of the RA) including coffee,
lunch with wine, entry

